
Characteristics of false prophets

In the Bible:

The false prophets come claiming to be Adventists, but they're not.
Matthew 7:15
Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Matthew 24:11
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

Matthew 24:24
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.

God doesn't send the false prophets; satan sends them.
Jeremiah 23:21
I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied.

The false prophets don't talk according to "the law and the testimony".
Isaiah 8:20
To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them.

The false prophets lie in the name of Christ (they are Seventh-day
Adventists).
Jeremiah 14:14
Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I
sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto
them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of
nought, and the deceit of their heart.

The false prophets do not receive God's counsel (do not have the Holy
Spirit).
Jeremiah 23:18-22
For who hath stood in the counsel of the LORD, and hath perceived and
heard his word? who hath marked his word, and heard it?
I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied.
But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear
my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and



from the evil of their doings.

The false prophets are sent to Israel, but not by God.
Jeremiah 23:13,32
And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied in
Baal, and caused my people Israel to err.
Jeremiah 23
Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD,
and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their
lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall
not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.

The false prophets commit adultery (physical or spiritual).
Jeremiah 23:10,14
For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land
mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their
course is evil, and their force is not right.
Jeremiah 23
I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they
commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of
evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them
unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.

The false prophets lie.
Jeremiah 23:14,16,25,26,32
I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they
commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of
evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them
unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a
vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.
I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name,
saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed.
How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies?
yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;
Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD,
and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by their
lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall
not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.

The false prophets strengthen the hands of evildoers.
Jeremiah 23:14



I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they
commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of
evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them
unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.

The false prophets are corrupt, profane.
Jeremiah 23:11,15
For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found
their wickedness, saith the LORD.
Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold,
I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall:
for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the
land.

The false prophets prophetize their own thoughts.
Jeremiah 23:16,25,26
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a
vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.
I have heard what the prophets said, that prophesy lies in my name,
saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed.
How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies?
yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;

The false prophets prophetize peace and safety, that evil will not come
upon evildoers.
Jeremiah 23
17 They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye
shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the
imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

The false prophets think to make the people forget the name (character)
of God (for example, they are against overcoming sin, against becoming
perfect, without "spot or wrinkle").
Jeremiah 23:27
Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their dreams
which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their fathers have
forgotten my name for Baal.

The false prophets are thieves (they steal the truth, leaving God's people
without the truth).
Jeremiah 23:30
Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal
my words every one from his neighbour.



The false prophets say that they speak from God.
Jeremiah 23:31
Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that use their
tongues, and say, He saith.

The false prophets are cast out of the presence of God (Laodicea has
been cast out of Philadelphia).
Jeremiah 23:39
Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you,
and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my
presence:

If a prophet prophesies peace and prosperity, we must wait until the
prophecy is fulfilled to see if he is a prophet of God.
Jeremiah 28:5-9
Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the
presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood
in the house of the LORD,
Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD
perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels
of the LORD'S house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon
into this place.
Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in
the ears of all the people;
The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old
prophesied both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of
war, and of evil, and of pestilence.
The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet
shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath
truly sent him.

Even if what is prophesied comes to pass, if the prophet induces the
people to break God's law, then he is a false prophet.
Deuteronomy 13:1-5
If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth
thee a sign or a wonder,
And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee,
saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us
serve them;
Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of
dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love



the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.
Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his
commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave
unto him.
And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death;
because he hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God,
which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the
house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God
commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the
midst of thee.

How to know if a prophet is a false prophet?
Deuteronomy 18:19-22
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my
words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.
But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which
I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of
other gods(for example speaking more of what this or that adventist has
said instead of what is written means setting up men in the place of
God), even that prophet shall die.
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the
LORD hath not spoken?
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken,
but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid
of him.

God will punish the false prophets.
Deuteronomy 18:20
But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which
I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of
other gods, even that prophet shall die.

Jeremiah 14:15
Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in
my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not
be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.

Jeremiah 23:11,12,15
For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found
their wickedness, saith the LORD.
Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness:
they shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them,
even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD.



Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets; Behold,
I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall:
for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the
land.

Ezekiel 13:9
And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that
divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall
they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they
enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 14:9,10
And if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD
have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and
will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel.
And they shall bear the punishment of their iniquity: the punishment of
the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto
him;

The false prophets are many.
1 Kings 22:14,15,8,9,10,11,12
And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me,
that will I speak.
So he came to the king. And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go
against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear? And he answered
him, Go, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the
king.
And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man,
Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I
hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And
Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so.
Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten hither Micaiah
the son of Imlah.
And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his
throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the entrance of the
gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them.
And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and he
said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until
thou have consumed them.
And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and
prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the king's hand.

The false prophets prophesy peace and safety.
Jeremiah 37:19



Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The
king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land?

2 Chronicles 18:12,13
And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to him, saying,
Behold, the words of the prophets declare good to the king with one
assent; let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of their's, and
speak thou good.
And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, even what my God saith, that will
I speak.

Isaiah 30:9-11
That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear
the law of the LORD:
Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto
us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:
Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of
Israel to cease from before us.

Jeremiah 5:31
The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means;
and my people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?

Jeremiah 14:13
Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall
not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you
assured peace in this place.

Jeremiah 23:17
They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall
have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after the
imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you.

Lamentations 2:14
Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and they have
not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity; but have seen for
thee false burdens and causes of banishment.

Ezekiel 13:16
To wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and
which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the Lord
GOD.

The false prophets are deceivers; they covet.



Jeremiah 6:13
For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is
given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every
one dealeth falsely.

Jeremiah 8:10
Therefore will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that
shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the greatest is
given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one
dealeth falsely.

The false prophets try to intimidate God's workers.
Nehemiah 6:14
My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their
works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that
would have put me in fear.

The false prophets don't keep the health reform. The false prophets err
through false doctrines.
Isaiah 28:7,8
But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out
of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink,
they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong
drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.
For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place
clean.

Don't listen to the false prophets!
Jeremiah 23:16
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the
prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a
vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD.

The false prophets make the people err; they cry out for peace; they
persecute those who do not give them material goods.
Micah 3:5-8
Thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people err,
that bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and he that putteth not into their
mouths, they even prepare war against him.
Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it
shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go
down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them.
Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea,
they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God.



But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment,
and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his
sin.

The false prophets prophesy for money.
Micah 3:11
The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for
hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon
the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among us? none evil can come
upon us.

The false prophets are praised by "all men" (a true prophet always
directs the people to Jesus Christ, to speak of Jesus, not of himself. a
true prophet rejects being praised).
Luke 6:26
Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their
fathers to the false prophets.

Today's false prophets are the false leaders of the church (pastors,
teachers, etc.).
2 Peter 2:1,2
But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.
And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way
of truth shall be evil spoken of.

The prophets must be tested with the law and the Spirit of Prophecy.
1 John 4:1
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

There is also a false prophet for the world (non-Adventists), the apostate
protestant churches.
Revelation 16:13
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet.

Revelation 19:20
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the
mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were



cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

In the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy, Jesus was called a false prophet
by the leaders of the apostate church.
They knew that Jesus was hated by the Pharisees, and they were eager
to see Him exalted as they thought He should be. To be united with a
teacher who could work mighty miracles, and yet to be reviled as
deceivers, was a trial they could ill endure. Were they always to be
accounted followers of a false prophet? DA 380.1

Ellen White has been considered a false prophetess (by those who study
the enemy more than they study Jesus).
I have been told that many who give heed to the false science of the
enemy would denounce my work as that of a false prophet, and would
place upon the testimony such interpretations as tend to change the truth
of God into a lie. Satan is on the alert; and some who in the past have
been used by the Lord in doing His work, but who have permitted
themselves to be deceived, will be stirred up to make an improper use of
the messages given. Because they do not wish to listen to the words of
reproof, because they will not hear counsel, and improve their course of
action, and do their appointed work, they will misconstrue the messages
to the church, and confuse many minds. 1SM 52.4

There is a class that love just this kind of food. They are scavengers not
looking candidly to see what good my writings and my testimonies have
done, but like Satan, the accuser of the brethren, see what evil they can
find, what mischief they can work, what word they can twist, and put their
wicked construction upon it, to make a false prophet.... 3SM 351.5

Ellen White often had messages of reproof for the believers.
Nevertheless, I am to bear the message that is given me to bear, so long
as the Lord shall choose. He has not given me the work of settling all the
misunderstandings that are cherished in hearts of unbelief. Just as long
as a door is open to receive the tempter's suggestions, difficulties will
multiply. The hearts of those who will not come to the light are open to
unbelief. If my time and strength are consumed upon such matters, this
serves Satan's purposes. The Lord has said to me: "Bear the
testimonies. Your work is not to settle difficulties; your work is to reprove,
and to present the righteousness of Christ." 1SM 52.5

The false prophets prophesy lies, their lives are corrupted, they profess
to be holy teachers (today's shepherds), they get angry when they are
rebuked.



There were two other false prophets, Ahab and Zedekiah, who
prophesied lies in the name of the Lord. These men professed to be holy
teachers; but their lives were corrupt, and they were slaves to the
pleasures of sin. The prophet of God had condemned the evil course of
these men and warned them of their danger; but, instead of repenting
and reforming, they were angry with the faithful reprover of their sins and
sought to thwart his work by stirring up the people to disbelieve his words
and act contrary to the counsel of God in the matter of subjecting
themselves to the king of Babylon. The Lord testified through Jeremiah
that these false prophets should be delivered into the hands of the king
of Babylon and slain before his eyes, and in good time this prediction
was fulfilled.4T 173.2

The false prophets sow confusion; they encourage the people to disobey
the Word of God.
Other false prophets arose to sow confusion among the people by
turning them away from obeying the divine commands given through
Jeremiah, but God's judgments were pronounced against them in
consequence of their grievous sin of bringing rebellion against Him.4T
173.3

The false prophets prophesy lies; they encourage men to regard sin as a
matter of little importance.
Just such men arise in these days and breed confusion and rebellion
among the people who profess to obey the law of God. But just as
certainly as divine judgment was visited upon the false prophets, just so
surely will these evil workers receive their full measure of retribution; for
the Lord has not changed. Those who prophesy lies encourage men to
look upon sin as a small matter. When the terrible results of their crimes
are made manifest, they seek, if possible, to make the one who has
faithfully warned them responsible for their difficulties, even as the Jews
charged Jeremiah with their evil fortunes.4T 173.4

The false prophets do not regard sin as repulsive; they complain that
those that faithfully give the rebukes disrupt the peace of the people.
They fatally accommodate the people with their deceptive and pleasing
teachings, they preach prosperity.
There are many false prophets in these days, to whom sin does not
appear specially repulsive. They complain that the peace of the people is
unnecessarily disturbed by the reproofs and warnings of God's
messengers. As for them, they lull the souls of sinners into a fatal ease
by their smooth and deceitful teachings. Ancient Israel was thus charmed
by the flattering messages of the corrupt priests. Their prediction of



prosperity was more pleasing than the message of the true prophet, who
counseled repentance and submission.4T 185.1

The false prophets hide sin, promise prosperity, and safety.
Those who seek to cloak sin and make it appear less aggravating to the
mind of the offender are doing the work of the false prophets and may
expect the retributive wrath of God to follow such a course. The Lord will
never accommodate His ways to the wishes of corrupt men. The false
prophet condemned Jeremiah for afflicting the people with his severe
denunciations, and he sought to reassure them by promising them
prosperity, thinking that the poor people should not be continually
reminded of their sins and threatened with punishment. This course
strengthened the people to resist the true prophet's counsel and
intensified their enmity toward him.4T 185.3

The false spiritist prophets (sorcerers and magicians) also counterfeit the
escape to the mountains, in uninhabited places.
Acts 5:34-39
Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a
doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and
commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;
And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye
intend to do as touching these men.
For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be
somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined
themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were
scattered, and brought to nought.
After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and
drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as
many as obeyed him, were dispersed.
And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for
if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought:
But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to
fight against God.

As one of the signs of Jerusalem's destruction, Christ had said, "Many
false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many." False prophets did
rise, deceiving the people, and leading great numbers into the desert.
Magicians and sorcerers, claiming miraculous power, drew the people
after them into the mountain solitudes. But this prophecy was spoken
also for the last days. This sign is given as a sign of the second advent.
DA 631.1



We shall encounter false claims; false prophets will arise; there will be
false dreams and false visions; but preach the Word, be not drawn away
from the voice of God in His Word. 2SM 49.1

I have been shown many who will claim to be especially taught of God,
and will attempt to lead others, and from mistaken ideas of duty they will
undertake a work that God has never laid upon them. Confusion will be
the result. Let everyone seek God most earnestly for himself that he may
individually understand His will. - Letter 54, 1893.2SM 72.1

Spiritist sorcerers are also called false prophets and are a danger to
God's workers.
Arriving at Salamis, the apostles "preached the word of God in the
synagogues of the Jews.... And when they had gone through the isle
unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew,
whose name was Bar - Jesus: which was with the deputy of the country,
Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and
desired to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his
name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy
from the faith." AA 167.1
Not without a struggle does Satan allow the kingdom of God to be built
up in the earth. The forces of evil are engaged in unceasing warfare
against the agencies appointed for the spread of the gospel, and these
powers of darkness are especially active when the truth is proclaimed
before men of repute and sterling integrity. Thus it was when Sergius
Paulus, the deputy of Cyprus, was listening to the gospel message. The
deputy had sent for the apostles, that he might be instructed in the
message they had come to bear, and now the forces of evil, working
through the sorcerer Elymas, sought with their baleful suggestions to turn
him from the faith and so thwart the purpose of God.AA 167.2
Thus the fallen foe ever works to keep in his ranks men of influence who,
if converted, might render effective service in God's cause. But the
faithful gospel worker need not fear defeat at the hand of the enemy; for
it is his privilege to be endued with power from above to withstand every
satanic influence.AA 167.3
Although sorely beset by Satan, Paul had the courage to rebuke the one
through whom the enemy was working. "Filled with the Holy Ghost," the
apostle "set his eyes on him, and said, O full of all subtlety and all
mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? And now, behold,
the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the
sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a
darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand.
Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being



astonished at the doctrine of the Lord." AA 168.1
The sorcerer had closed his eyes to the evidences of gospel truth, and
the Lord, in righteous anger, caused his natural eyes to be closed,
shutting out from him the light of day. This blindness was not permanent,
but only for a season, that he might be warned to repent and seek
pardon of the God whom he had so grievously offended. The confusion
into which he was thus brought made of no effect his subtle arts against
the doctrine of Christ. The fact that he was obliged to grope about in
blindness proved to all that the miracles which the apostles had
performed, and which Elymas had denounced as sleight of hand, were
wrought by the power of God. The deputy, convinced of the truth of the
doctrine taught by the apostles, accepted the gospel.AA 168.2
Elymas was not a man of education, yet he was peculiarly fitted to do the
work of Satan. Those who preach the truth of God will meet the wily foe
in many different forms. Sometimes it will be in the person of learned, but
more often of ignorant, men, whom Satan has trained to be successful
instruments to deceive souls. It is the duty of the minister of Christ to
stand faithful at his post, in the fear of God and in the power of His might.
Thus he may put to confusion the hosts of Satan and may triumph in the
name of the Lord.AA 169.1

Ellen White speaking about a false prophetess and her family.
I am compelled to state that I have not had the least faith in Mr. [J. M.]
Garmire or his work. The pamphlet that was issued last fall at the time of
our Jackson camp meeting had not the least sanction of our people.
They were sent broadcast by stealing the Review and Herald list.2SM
72.3
The daughter of Mr. Garmire claims, or he claims for her, to have visions;
but they bear not the stamp of God. They are of the same character as
many such things we have met in our experience - a delusion of
Satan.2SM 73.1
I plainly stated at the Jackson camp meeting to these fanatical parties
that they were doing the work of the adversary of souls; they were in
darkness. They claimed to have great light that probation would close in
October, 1884.2SM 73.2
I there stated in public that the Lord had been pleased to show me that
there would be no definite time in the message given of God since 1844;
and that I knew that this message, which four or five were engaged in
advocating with great zeal, was heresy. The visions of this poor child
were not of God. This light came not from heaven. Time was short; but
the end was not yet. A great work was to be accomplished to prepare a
people to be sealed with the seal of the living God. - An Exposure of
Fanaticism and Wickedness, 9, 10, (Pamphlet) (1885). 2SM 73.3
Satan has arranged things so that you should be ensnared. Fanaticism,



deception, and strong delusion hold you captive. You have talked your
ideas in your family, misinterpreting Scripture, wresting the Word of God
from its true interpretation, and have thus led them to believe that the
views held and advocated by our people are not correct. Your
interpretations of Scripture are not in harmony with the positions taken by
Seventh-day Adventists.2SM 73.4
The mold you have given to your children's minds savors of the errors
that have corrupted your own mind. You have educated them to see
spots and stains in others, and to criticize them. By your words and
example in thus talking against your brethren and picking up their faults,
you have set in motion a train of circumstances that, through your own
power combined with satanic agencies, has resulted in the visions of
your daughter. All this fault-finding, this accusing of your brethren, is
satanic ....2SM 73.5
Your expressing so much faith in the testimonies, and making them so
prominent, is no help to me or my work, because you place the false
visions of your daughter on the same level with those the Lord gives to
me, and thus lower the sacredness and exalted character of the work
God has given me to do.2SM 74.1
The Lord has plainly shown me that what you regard as communications
from God to you and others through your child Anna, are not from Him.
They do not bear the divine credentials. It is another spirit that controls
the child. It is the enemy that works in her. Such manifestations will be
more and more common in these last days. They do not lead to unity,
into all truth, but away from the truth.2SM 74.2
One decided evidence we have that these exercises are not of God, is
that they concur with your views, which we know to be erroneous. Things
she says she sees in vision are not sustained by the Word of God, but
are contrary to it. Satan is constantly at work to imbue her with his own
spirit, that through her, under a cloak of righteousness, he may bring in
commonness, heresies, and defilement. As you regard her utterances as
from God, your faith in the true testimonies is valueless; and thus Satan
hopes to disconnect you, and all who have any confidence in your ideas,
from the agencies that God has ordained, that you may be left to believe
a lie. The Scriptures speak of those who are deceived and are being
deceived. This is your case. You deceive your daughter; she deceives
you - the blind leading the blind. The enemy seeks to accomplish his
purposes by various means, as shall best meet the circumstances and
situation of those whom he sees he can allure by temptation.2SM 74.3
I tell you plainly, the messages of your daughter Anna are not from God.
This the Lord has shown me, and He will not lie. She may say many
good things, may speak much that is truth, but so does the enemy of
souls. The counterfeit will in many respects resemble the true. It is the
fruit borne that testifies of the character.2SM 74.4



In the work in which my husband and I were called by the providence of
God to act a part, even from its very beginning in 1843 and 1844, we
have had the Lord to devise and plan for us, and He has worked out His
plans through His living agents. False paths have been so often pointed
out to us, and the true and safe paths so clearly defined in all the
enterprises connected with the work given us to do, that I can say of a
truth I am not ignorant of Satan's devices, nor of the ways and works of
God. We have had to tax every power of mind, relying upon wisdom from
God to guide us in our investigations, as we have had to review the
different theories brought to our attention, weighing their merits and
defects in the light shining from the Word of God and the things God has
revealed to me through His Word and the testimonies, in order that we
might not be deceived nor deceive others. We surrendered our will and
way to God, and most earnestly supplicated His aid; and we never
sought in vain. Many years of painful experience in connection with the
work of God have made me acquainted with all kinds of false
movements. Many times I have been sent to different places with the
message, "I have a work for you to do in that place; I will be with you."
When the occasion came, the Lord gave me a message for those who
were having false dreams and visions, and in the strength of Christ I bore
my testimony at the Lord's bidding. The most terrible denunciations were
hurled against me, which they said were from the Lord, because I was
opposing His work. They said that terrible calamities would come upon
me, just as your Anna has prophesied; but I passed along perfectly
conscious of the guardianship of heavenly angels.2SM 75.1
During the past forty - five years, I have had to meet persons claiming to
have from God messages of reproof to others. This phase of religious
fanaticism has sprung up again and again since 1844. Satan has worked
in many ways to establish error. Some things spoken in these visions
came to pass; but many things - in regard to the time of Christ's coming,
the end of probation, and the events to take place - proved utterly false,
as your prophesyings and Anna's have done. Yet they would try to
excuse the blunders by twisting the statements about, and giving them
another meaning, and go on in the same way, deceiving and being
deceived.2SM 75.2
When I was first wrought upon by the Spirit of the Lord, I was shown that
I would be brought in contact with those who claimed to see visions, but
that the Lord would not permit me to be deceived. My work was to unveil
this falsehood, and to rebuke it in the name of the Lord. As the end drew
near, I was to see more of these manifestations.2SM 76.1
Letters have come to me from different ones, relating visions that they
said God had given them; but the Lord Jesus tells me, "Believe them not;
I have not sent them." Some write to me, saying that God has revealed
to them that Sister White is in error, that she is influenced by the leaders



to believe some things that are not true, and to reject some things that
are true. But the word comes again, "Heed them not; I have not spoken
by them, nor given them any word or message. They have spun lying
words, from the suggestions of Satan." 2SM 76.2
Some have come to me claiming to be Christ, and have apparently
worked miracles. They have said that the Lord led me in many things,
but the Sabbath was not a test question; that the law of God was not
binding upon men; all we had to do was to accept Christ, and they
themselves were Christ. I have had experience with all these pretentious
claims, and I have no faith in them. "To the law and to the testimony: if
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them" (Isaiah 8:20).2SM 76.3
In one place, four in one family professed to have communications from
the Lord, reproving wrong, and they predicted things that actually did
take place. This inspired confidence in them. But the things that did not
take place were kept in the dark, or were treated as something
mysterious, which would be understood later. Whence did these receive
their inspiration? - From satanic agencies, which are many. The Lord laid
it upon me to meet these things, and bear a decided testimony against
them.2SM 76.4
I have seen several fall in vision; but when I rebuked the spirit which
controlled them, they immediately came out of vision, and were in great
distress of mind.2SM 77.1
Such experiences as these came to be very common. Several in one
family were under this species of deception.... Messages would be given
for different members of the church, telling some poor trembling soul,
"You are proud"; another, "You are unbelieving; you will be lost." The
Lord gave me light in this instance to speak words of comfort and
encouragement. I bore my testimony to those deceived ones, whether
they would hear, or reject it. Their visions were Satan's work. The things
revealed were often common, earthly matters, such as, who should get
breakfast the next morning, who should prepare the dinner, who should
wash the dishes. Mingled with these frivolous things were sacred truths,
which they had found in the Bible and testimonies. Satan's hand was in
all this, to disgust people, and cause them to spurn everything in the
nature of visions. Thus the false and the true would be rejected together.
And even those who were engaged in the deception, when they should
become weary of it, would be inclined to doubt all visions.2SM 77.2
After a very solemn meeting with these deceived ones, confessions were
made that they threw themselves into attitudes resembling Sister White,
as nearly as they could. It was all a farce, a deception. Yet many things
they told came to pass as they predicted.2SM 77.3
I was asked how this could be if the visions were all false. I told them that
it was Satan's purpose to mingle truth with error, that through these



deceptive exercises he might make of none effect the genuine work of
God. From that time all their many visions ceased. What has become of
those who had the visions, and those who encouraged them? Several
now living are skeptics, have no belief in the gifts of the church, no faith
in the truth, no religion at all. Such, I have been shown, is the sure result
of spurious visions.2SM 77.4
The manifestations of your daughter are a similar deception. And your
encouraging these things in her will prove her ruin, and the ruin of others,
unless something breaks the deception. You called these False visions
and meaningless dreams the wonderful light of God, but it is like the
chaff to the wheat. This is a serious matter. It will have a decided
influence upon your family. While you regard your daughter's words as
spoken under the influence of the Spirit of God, it will be the same to you
as though they were true. You are under strong delusion of Satan. You
will claim to credit them, and thus Your confidence in the veritable,
genuine messages from God will be uprooted. And so will it be with all
who believe as you do. This is why Satan is so constantly pressing in the
spurious - to lead away from the truth.2SM 78.1
The very last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the
testimony of the Spirit of God. "Where there is no vision, the people
perish" (Proverbs 29:18). Satan will work ingeniously, in different ways
and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's
remnant people in the true testimony. He will bring in spurious visions to
mislead, and will mingle the false with the true, and so disgust people
that they will regard everything that bears the name of visions as a
species of fanaticism; but honest souls, by contrasting false and true, will
be enabled to distinguish between them.?2SM 78.2
Oh, how deceptive is the human heart! How easy it is to harmonize with
that which is evil! There is nothing more detrimental to the soul's interest,
its purity, its true and holy conceptions of God, and of sacred and eternal
things, than constantly giving heed to and exalting that which is not from
God. It poisons the heart, and degrades the understanding. Pure truth
can be traced to its divine Source, by its elevating, refining, sanctifying
influence upon the character of the receiver. The Author of all truth
prayed to His Father, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word; that they all may be one;
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me" (John 17:20, 21).
Things will be constantly arising to cause disunion, to draw away from
the truth. This questioning, criticizing, denouncing, passing judgment on
others, is not an evidence of the grace of Christ in the heart. It does not
produce unity. Such work has been carried on in the past by persons
claiming to have wonderful light, when they were deep in sin. Heresy,
dishonesty, and falsehood were all blended in them.2SM 78.3



The present is a time of great peril to the people of God. God is leading
out a people, not an individual here and there. He has a church on the
earth, that abide in the truth; and when we see, not only men, but young
girls, crying out against the church, we are afraid of them. We know God
has not sent them, yet they ran, and all who do not accept their erratic
ideas are denounced as warring against the Spirit of the Lord. All such
things are in Satan's line, but the work of God will go forward while there
are now and ever will be those who work directly against the prayer of
Christ. The work will advance, leaving them with their satanic inventions
far behind....2SM 79.1
"Take heed, therefore, how ye hear" (Luke 8:18), is an admonition of
Christ. We are to hear for the sake of learning the truth, that we may
walk in it. And again: "Take heed what ye hear" (Mark 4:24). Examine
closely, "prove all things" (1 Thessalonians 5:21), "believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). This is the counsel of
God; shall we heed it? - Letter 12, 1890. 2SM 79.2
Since visiting your house Sabbath afternoon, August 23, some things
have rested on my mind to say to you. I have no hesitancy in saying that
Anna's visions are not of God. The dreams that the members of your
family have had are a deception of Satan....2SM 80.1
Satan saw that he could work upon your fruitful imagination, and lead
you, with others, into his net. Did God give you that time message? No;
for no such message comes from the true Source of light.... Time has
proved you to be a false prophet, and Anna's visions false exercises.
God never works in this way.2SM 80.2
Satan has other and stronger delusions prepared for you. You will claim,
if you have not already done so, that you have a work to do in connection
with Anna's visions, corresponding to that of the mighty angel that came
down from heaven, whose glory lightened the earth. Satan sees that
your mind is all ready to be impressed with his suggestions, and he will
use you to your own ruin, unless in the name of the Lord you break the
shackles that bind you....2SM 80.3
Several times, during our conversation, in which you became very much
in earnest, you repeated the sentence, "O consistency, thou art a jewel!"
I repeat the same with decided force to you. You say that Anna's visions
place the forming of the image of the beast after probation closes. This is
not so. You claim to believe the testimonies; let them set you right on this
point. The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be
formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people
of God, by which their eternal destiny will be decided.2SM 80.4
Your position is such a jumble of inconsistencies that but few will be
deceived....2SM 81.1
You have taken the history of the disobedient prophet, as given in the



Old Testament, and applied it to Sister White. You say she is perfectly
honest, but the deceived prophet. For this reason the testimonies of the
Spirit of God can have no effect on you. Has the Lord opened to you or
your daughter, your wife or your children, the disobedience of sister
White? If she has walked contrary to God, will you show in what? My
duty is to make plain statements of my position; for you misinterpret my
testimony, wrench it from its true meaning, and ring in my name
whenever you think it will enforce whatever you have to say. But when
the testimonies do not harmonize with your theories, I am excused,
because I am the false prophet! There are many ways of evading the
truth.2SM 81.2

The false prophets feed the unbelief of the people.
This false prophet had strengthened the unbelief of the people in
Jeremiah and his message. He had wickedly declared himself to be the
Lord's messenger, and he suffered death in consequence of his fearful
crime. In the fifth month Jeremiah prophesied the death of Hananiah,
and in the seventh month his death proved the words of the prophet
true.4T 171.3

The false prophets seek to impress human senses with pomp, luxury,
music, etc.
Jezebel's prophets, eight hundred and fifty in number, like a regiment of
soldiers prepared for battle, march out in a body with instrumental music
and imposing display. But there is trembling in their hearts as they
consider that at the word of this prophet of Jehovah the land of Israel has
been destitute of dew and rain three years. They feel that some fearful
crisis is at hand. They had trusted in their gods, but could not unsay the
words of Elijah and prove him false. Their gods were indifferent to their
frantic cries, prayers, and sacrifices.3T 279.4

The false prophets predict peace and prosperity and the people follow
them.
God had said that His people should be saved, that the yoke He would
lay upon them should be light, if they submitted uncomplainingly to His
plan. Their servitude was represented by a yoke of wood, which was
easily borne; but resistance would be met with corresponding severity,
represented by the yoke of iron. God designed to hold the king of
Babylon in check, that there should be no loss of life nor galling
oppression; but by scorning His warning and commands they brought
upon themselves the full rigor of bondage. 4T 172.1

The people preferred to receive the message of the false prophet who
predicted prosperity because it was more pleasant.



It was far more agreeable to the people to receive the message of the
false prophet, who predicted prosperity; therefore it was received. It
wounded their pride to have their sins brought continually before their
eyes; they would much rather put them out of sight. They were in such
moral darkness that they did not realize the enormity of their guilt nor
appreciate the messages of reproof and warning given them of God. Had
they had a proper sense of their disobedience they would have
acknowledged the justice of the Lord's course and recognized the
authority of His prophet. God entreated them to repent, that He might
spare them humiliation and that a people called by His name should not
become tributary to a heathen nation; but they scoffed at His counsel
and went after false prophets.4T 172.1

It may be that the destroyers are already training under the hand of
Satan and only wait the departure of a few more standard - bearers to
take their places, and with the voice of the false prophet cry, "Peace,
peace," when the Lord hath not spoken peace. I seldom weep, but now I
find my eyes blinded with tears; they are falling upon my paper as I write.
It may be that erelong all prophesyings among us will be at an end, and
the voice which has stirred the people may no longer disturb their carnal
slumbers.5T 77.1

I recommend to you, dear reader, the Word of God as the rule of your
faith and practice. By that Word we are to be judged. God has, in that
Word, promised to give visions in the "last days"; not for a new rule of
faith, but for the comfort of His people, and to correct those who err from
Bible truth. Thus God dealt with Peter when He was about to send him to
preach to the Gentiles. (Acts 10.). {EW 78.1}

Christ warned His disciples: "Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by
their fruits ye shall know them." Here is a test, and, Brother G, you can
apply it if you will. You need not go in uncertainty and doubt. Satan is at
hand to suggest a variety of doubts, but if you will open your eyes in faith
you will find sufficient evidence for belief. But God will never remove from
any man all causes for doubts. Those who love to dwell in the
atmosphere of doubt and questioning unbelief can have the unenviable
privilege. God gives sufficient evidence for the candid mind to believe;
but he who turns from the weight of evidence because there are a few



things which he cannot make plain to his finite understanding will be left
in the cold, chilling atmosphere of unbelief and questioning doubts, and
will make shipwreck of faith. {4T 232.1}

God is either teaching His church, reproving their wrongs and
strengthening their faith, or He is not. This work is of God, or it is not.
God does nothing in partnership with Satan. My work for the past thirty
years bears the stamp of God or the stamp of the enemy. There is no
halfway work in the matter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, or
of the devil. In arraying yourself against the servants of God you are
doing a work either for God or for the devil. "By their fruits ye shall know
them." What stamp does your work bear? It will pay to look critically at
the result of your course. {4T 229.2}

It is God's plan to give sufficient evidence of the divine character of His
work to convince all who honestly desire to know the truth. But He never
removes all opportunity for doubt. All who desire to question and cavil
will find occasion. {1SM 72.3}
I pity those who have set their feet in the path of doubt and unbelief. I
would gladly help them if I could, but the experience of the past gives me
little hope that they will ever come to the light. No amount of evidence
will convince men of the truth so long as they are unwilling to yield their
pride, subdue their carnal nature, and become learners in the school of
Christ. {1SM 72.4}

The lips that have uttered perverse things of God's delegated servants
and have scorned the message they have borne, have put darkness for
light, and light for darkness. Instead of watching, as did the Pharisees,
for something to condemn in the message or the messengers, something
to scoff at and deride, had they opened their hearts to the bright beams
of the Sun of Righteousness, they would have been offering grateful
praise rather than watching for something which they could misinterpret
or twist so as to find fault with. O, when the first ray of light shone upon
them, if they had only praised God that the heaven-sent message was
truth, then more and clearer light would have shone into the chambers of
the mind and into the soul-temple. {Lt31a-1894.38}

If God decides to speak through a prophet and whoever does not receive
him will lose the way of truth:
Cornelius implicitly obeyed the instruction, and the same angel went to
Peter, and gave him his instructions. This chapter [Acts 10] has much
precious counsel in it for us, and we should study it with humble
attention. When the Lord has His appointed agencies whereby He gives
help to souls, and men disrespect these agencies, and refuse to receive



help from them, and decide that they will be directly taught of God, the
Lord does not gratify their desire. The man who takes such a position is
in danger of taking up with the voices of strangers, and of being led into
false paths. Both Cornelius and Peter were instructed what they were to
do, and they obeyed the angel's word. Cornelius gathered his household
together to hear the message of light from Peter. If he had said, I will not
be taught of any man, the angel of God would have left him to himself;
but this was not his attitude (The Review and Herald, October 10, 1893).
{6BC 1060.5}
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